
When is a Sewer Extension Permit Necessary?
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Building Sewer Definitions - 15A NCAC 2H .0203

"Building" - Any structure or part of a structure built for the separate shelter or enclosure of persons, animals, chattels, or property of any kind and which has
enclosing walls for at least 50 percent of its perimeter.  Each unit separated from other units by a four hour fire wall shall be considered as a separate building. 

"Building Drain" - That part of the lowest piping of a drainage system which receives waste from inside the building and conveys it to the building sewer which
begins 10 feet outside the building wall.

"Building Sewer" - That part of the horizontal piping of a drainage system which recieves the discharge from a single building drain and conveys it directly to a
public sewer, private sewer, or on-site sewage disposal system.  Pipelines or conduits, pumping stations and appliances appurtenant thereto will not be considered
to be building sewers if they traverse adjoining property under separate ownership or travel along any highway right of way.

Permitting by Regulation - 15A NCAC 2H .0217(a)(3)

Any building sewer documented by the local building inspector to be in compliance with the NC State Plumbing Code is deemed to be permitted pursuant to GS
143-215.1(d) and it shall not be necessary for the Division to issue individual permits for the construction or operation of such. 

Explanation of Permitting Scenarios

A single building has more than two building drains that join beyond 10 feet outside the building wall.  A permit from the Division is necessary from the
point the two drains join as this is no longer considered a building sewer (because the line now serves more than one building drain).

Two separate buildings each has a single building drain that join together.  A permit from the Division is necessary from the point the two drains join as this
is no longer a building sewer (because the line serves more than one building). This is similar to Scenario 1 with a different configuration.

A single structure is separated by a four hour fire-wall. It is now considered two separate buildings according to 15A NCAC 2H .0203.  A permit from the
Divsion is necessary from the point at which the two building drains join together because the line now serves more than one building and can not be
considered a building sewer.

A single structure is separated by a four hour fire-wall. It is now considered two separate buildings according to 15A NCAC 2H .0203.  A permit from the
Divsion is necessary from the point at which the two building drains join together, even if it is within the 10 foot boundary of the building.  This is similar to
Scenario 3 with a different configuration.

A single building has multiple building drains.  If all the drains connect within the 10 foot boundary of the building wall into one building sewer leaving the
building, an individual permit from the Division is not necessary (must be approved by the local building inspector). However, an individual permit from the
Division is necessesary where a single building has multiple building sewers connected into one sewer line outside of the 10 foot building boundary.

A permit from the Division is necessary for this single building sewer because it traverses over adjoining property.

A permit from the Division is necessary for this single building sewer because it travels along a highway right of way.  The Division interprets this definition
for sewer lines traveling along any right of way (street, road, highway, etc.).
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